Mechanisms of the flare reaction in human skin.
The diffuse area of arteriolar vasodilation surrounding a region of recently injured human skin (axon reflex flare) is dependent upon the integrity of nerve fibers with cell bodies located in dorsal root ganglia. Evidence is presented to indicate that a vasodilator peptide similar to a kinin, neurotensin, or substance P, is implicated in the chain of biochemical events responsible for the transient shift in vascular tonus observable as the flare reaction.